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“The Myth of the Latin Woman”
“Latinos are fighting for one common wish and that is some respect” –Cristina Saralegui. In her essay, "The Myth of the Latin Woman", Judith Ortiz Cofer explores rhetorical agents to shed light on the damage caused by the culture of stereotyping Latin women (Cofer 76). She uses her space as a novelist to sensitize repercussions resulting from this vise through the use of personal experience, pathos as well as ethos. She emotionally decrees her beliefs on society and cultural clashes. 
She gives numerous examples throughout her excerpt. For instance, Cofer is unamused by the Irish rendition of ‘Maria’ on a trip, one summer, to London, unlike the rest of the commuters on the bus. Through this, she is relaying how she is haunted by her culture, regardless of her location. She makes use of ethos to better show the rough encounters she has had throughout life and tells her audience how she successfully manages to overcome the antagonism and melancholy emerging from the stereotypes (Furia and Lasser 48). Through ethos, her readers can connect with Cofer and experience what she feels. Her observation is that; myopic individuals tend to misjudge Latinas’ appearances and overlook what their potential might be.
Another incident happens at her debut in poetry when she was publicly reading her poem. At the event, she was taken for a waitress but she later disapproves of the misconception, which was overlooked as a minor offense, through her reading. Successfully she re-counts her discomfitures as a target of cultural typecasting and through her encounters she enlightens the readers on the actual connotation of Latinas (Paull 127). She reports on several instances the beauty and elegance of her home island. She defines a party as one involving salsa dance with plenty of laughter from her minor ages. Having schooled in a Catholic institution qualifies her, together with her family as honorable and modest as she presumes most of her audience have limited knowledge of the lifestyle in Puerto Rico, distinguishing herself from the audience. In the USA, she terms a party as a grueling of soft tones, ones she is not used to. She prefers street poetry.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One more instance is that of her Philosophy student pursuing her Ph.D. (Confer 62). The friend is demeaned by a doctor who wonders at the great words the friend uses, Cofer says that occasionally she had been asked to serve in the kitchen where people assumed she belonged, yet she did not display her diplomas to command respect. She is giving credit to the potential of Latinos through these words. She began the essay by tanking her parents for putting her through the education successfully despite the cultural outlook. Here, she puts pathos in play through her gratitude and affection for the fact that she was provided with education yet stereotyping degrades even an educated Latino with disregard of their full potential. 
Cofer displays strength in her arguments of stereotyping by using ethos, personal encounters, and pathos. She manages to educate the hurtful cultural practices, not only among the Latino people but also in other communities. She demonstrates her observations, making a strong stand on the stand on the vise, a stance that pulls the interests of the readers to her story. Had she not included these factors, Cofer's essay would not have had the same impact on her audience, in my view. She drives the point home on cultural categorization and makes a wake-up call that there is more to a person than meets the eye.
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